
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
Avoiding Earthquake Surprises in the Pacific Northwest  Questions 

 
**Highlight your answer and select “U” in the toolbar to make the text underlined. 

1) Where is Cascadia located? 

a) In Alaska 

b) In Chile 

c) In the Pacific Northwest 

d) In the middle of the Pacific Ocean 

2) What is the cause of earthquakes? 

a) The sudden breaking of the earth’s rigid outer shell 

b) The stretching and thinning of the rocks that make up a tectonic plate 

c) The very slow movement of tectonic plates that are separating from each other 

d) The energy released when two tectonic plates grind together and then suddenly move 

3) What evidence led scientists to conclude that Cascadia had been hit by large earthquakes many times 

in the past? 

a) The knowledge that the earth’s outer shell is made up of tectonic plates 

b) The remains of forests in the Cascadia that had died because of flooding 

c) The fact that Alaska had been hit by an earthquake of magnitude 9.2 

d) The revision of the Uniform Building Code in the Pacific Northwest 

4) Based on the text, what may have led people to revise the Uniform Building Code in the Pacific 

Northwest? 

a) The need to prevent large earthquakes from happening in the Pacific Northwest region 

b) The fact that buildings in the Pacific Northwest had recently fallen down during earthquakes 

c) The desire to help scientists learn about buildings in areas that are likely to be hit by 

earthquakes 

d) The evidence that large earthquakes had struck the Pacific Northwest in the past 

5) What is the main idea of this article? 

a) Scientists can tell where large earthquakes have occurred by studying dead forests along 

coastal land. 

b) Earthquakes can occur along subduction zones, where an oceanic tectonic plate sinks below a 

continental plate. 

c) Scientists have found evidence that the Pacific Northwest is at risk of being hit by major 

earthquakes. 

d) Changing the Uniform Building Code in the Pacific Northwest was an important step toward 

meeting the threat of large earthquakes. 

 

 

 



 

6) Read these sentences from the text: “Earthquakes can’t be prevented.  However, people can take 

measures to minimize the damage they cause.  In some cases, communities can strengthen existing 

dams, bridges, water systems, schools, hospitals, and lifelines (electrical, gas, and water lines).  They 

can also design and build earthquake-resistant structures.”  

 What does the word “measures” most nearly mean in this sentence? 

a) Questions 

b) Amounts 

c) Actions 

d) Lessons 

7) Choose the answer that best completes the second sentence below. 

Scientists used to think that Cascadia would only be struck by earthquakes of magnitude 7 or below. 

_______, they found more recent evidence of bigger earthquakes in the region. 

a) Therefore 

b) However 

c) Indeed 

d) For example 

8) What did the drowned forests in Cascadia show scientists about the size of past earthquakes in the 

region? 

 

9) In 1994, the Uniform Building Code was revised to include new requirements for how strong buildings 

in parts of the Pacific Northwest had to be.  How did this change in the Uniform Building Code help 

people in the Pacific Northwest prepare for future earthquakes? 

 

10) The last paragraph of the article states that it is hard to know whether we are prepared for future 

earthquakes until we know more about past earthquakes.  It says that by studying the earth’s past, 

scientists can help protect people from loss of life and property.  How can knowing more about past 

earthquakes help people better prepare for future earthquakes?  Use evidence from the text to 

support your answer. 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

Genetic Basis of Butterflies  Questions 

**Highlight your answer and select “U” in the toolbar to make the text underlined. 

1) What does genetic information dictate, or control? 

a) What characteristics an organism will have 

b) Where an organism will live and die 

c) Which predators will eat the organism 

d) Who the organism’s parents were 

2) The passage describes the sequence of a butterfly’s life.  Which of the following shows the life cycle of 

a butterfly in the correct order? 

a) Egg, pupa, adult, caterpillar 

b) Pupa, egg, caterpillar, adult 

c) Egg, caterpillar, pupa, adult 

d) Egg, pupa, caterpillar, adult 

3) Monarch butterflies are protected by their bright coloration.  What evidence from the passage 

supports this conclusion? 

a) Their bright coloration makes monarch butterflies easily noticeable to predators. 

b) The monarch’s color warns predators that they are poisonous, so they don’t get eaten 

c) Unlike the butterflies, monarchs do not blend into their surroundings to protect themselves 

d) If a predator eats a monarch, it can taste the poison and will spit the butterfly out. 

4) Butterfly A is blue with black markings.  Butterfly B is green with brown spots.  What conclusion can 

you make about these two butterflies? 

a) Both butterflies protect themselves by blending into their surroundings. 

b) The two butterflies have different life cycles. 

c) Both butterflies have the same genetic information 

d) The two butterflies have different genetic information 

5) What is this passage mostly about? 

a) Monarch butterflies 

b) Viceroy butterflies 

c) Milkweed toxins 

d) Caterpillars and pupae 

 

6) Read the following sentences: “Inside the chrysalis, the pupa grows the legs, wings, and other parts of 

an adult butterfly.  Once the butterfly is fully developed, the chrysalis splits apart, and the butterfly 

emerges.”  

What does the word “developed” mean? 

a) Young and small 

b) Changed and grown 

c) Safe and protected 

d) Soft and vulnerable 



 

7) Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

Monarch butterflies are brightly colored; __________, they are highly visible to predators. 

a) However 

b) For example 

c) As a result 

d) Initially  

8) What are monarch butterflies poisonous? 

 

9) How do predators know that monarch butterflies are poisonous?  

 

10) How does the monarch’s coloration help both the butterfly and its predators? 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

Worldwide Loss of Bees a Growing Concern  Questions 
**Highlight your answer and select “U” in the toolbar to make the text underlined. 

1) What problem does this article mainly discuss? 

a) Bees can sting us. 

b) Bees can ruin outdoor gatherings. 

c) Bees are disappearing around the world. 

d) Bees are annoying to humans. 

2) Experts think that pesticides, parasites and diseases, as well as land development and changes in 

agricultural practices around the world, are some possible causes of bee death.  According to this 

article, what is the most important effect of this new bee shortage? 

a) Researchers are publishing new findings. 

b) Many crops will be unable to survive without pollination. 

c) Scientists are studying bees. 

d) Gardeners are having a harder time growing larkspurs. 

3) In this article, Kevin Hackett, the national program leader for the bee and pollination program at the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), calls the massive honey bee disappearance “the biggest 

general threat to our food supply.”  What evidence from the article supports his claim? 

a) Honeybees are not the only ones disappearing in large quantities. 

b) Bees are used to pollinate many food plants, such as California’s almond crops, apple crops and 

citrus fruit crops. 

c) The larkspur, a purple wildflower, requires pollination from its own species - other larkspurs - to 

survive 

d) Over 1 million bee colonies disappear every year, never to return. 

4) Leaders from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), researchers from the National Academy of 

Sciences, and the USDA and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) are all reported to be working 

hard to understand and solve the problem of the disappearance of honeybees.  Based on this evidence, 

what can be concluded about the organizations trying to solve this problem? 

a) The organizations do not play an important role in keeping humans and the environment safe. 

b) The organizations play an important role in keeping humans and the environment safe. 

c) The organizations are dealing with a problem that is not relevant to their focus 

d) The organizations are being forced to deal with a problem they do not care about. 

5) What is this article mostly about? 

a) Threats to bees’ health from human development 

b) The origins of the crops we eat 

c) The science of bee pollination 

d) The causes and effects of bee death around the world 

 

 



 

6) Read the following paragraphs: “In 2012, the USDA and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

released a joint statement discussing the issue of bee loss, and the search for a solution to the cycle of 

problems caused by bees dying off.  

The organizations concluded: ‘No single silver bullet will solve the problems affecting honey bees and 

other pollinators’.  

“In terms of solutions, the organizations proposed: ‘Habitat enhancement...targeted pesticide use, 

improved colony management techniques and improved disease and pest resistant stocks of bees are 

collectively need to improve and health of honey bee colonies.’”  

As used in the passage, what does the phrase “silver bullet” mean? 

a) A complex solution 

b) An easy solution 

c) A pollinating bee 

d) A dangerous pesticide 

7) Choose the answer that best completes the sentences below.  

Bees are an incredibly important part of our ecosystem on Earth - no matter how annoying they may 

be to humans. _____, bees have been disappearing around the world for some time now, and their 

mass disappearance continues to present new problems around the planet. 

a) Instead 

b) First 

c) However 

d) Finally 

8) What has the mass deaths of honeybees been linked to? 

 

9) List two reasons why the USDA and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) believe that “it is 

imperative that we increase honey bee survival.” 

 

10) Explain the impact honeybees and humans have on each other.  Use evidence from the text to support 

your answer. 

 
 



 

 
 



 

Reeds and Geese - Comprehension Questions 
**Highlight your answer and select “U” in the toolbar to make the text underlined. 

 
1. According to the text, the Korean pronunciation of the Chinese character for geese is the same 

as the pronunciation of what word? 
a. Comfort 
b. Reed 
c. Old man 
d. Special 

2. What does the text mainly describe? 
a. Artist Kim Jin-Woo’s relationship with the elderly friends to whom he gave this painting 
b. The history of Korean screen painting and poetry 
c. The images in the painting, their meaning, and the poem that appears in the painting 
d. Similarities and differences between Korean and Chinese pronunciation of characters 

3. The poem inscribed on the painting refers to the changing sessions. Which line from the poem 
best supports this statement? 

a. The moss and reeds grow long. 
b. The sand is bright. 
c. The water is blue. 
d. This is the time when autumn geese get ready to depart. 

4. Read these sentences from the text. 
“Kim also inscribed a poem and interspersed its verses throughout the painting. The poem,  
which is read from right to left, refers to changing seasons and flying geese. For example, one 
couplet reads, ‘The sand is bright, the water is blue, the moss and reeds grow long; This is the 
time when autumn geese get ready to depart.” 
 
Based on this information and the images in the painting, how might the relationship between  
the poem and the painting best be described? 

a. The poem helps explain the images and setting of the painting. 
b. The poem helps explain the pronunciation of the characters for “reeds” and “geese.” 
c. The poem helps explain why the artist gave the painting to a friend. 
d. The poem helps explain the meaning of traditional Korean paintings. 

5. What is the main idea of  the text? 
a. Geese depart for warmer climates when the seasons change, and reeds bend over with 

age. 
b. Kim Jin-Woo was a generous artist who often made gifts of his paintings to elderly 

friends as they grew older. 
c. Poetry was often added to Korean screen paintings to create additional meanings. 
d. Kim Jin-Woo used a combination of word meanings, poetry, and images of nature to 

express a wish for peace and comfort in old age. 
 
 
 



 

 
6. Read these sentences from the test. 

“Seven lively geese animate this Korean screen painting. The four inflight spread their wings in  
various ways and angle their necks  in different directions. Their orange webbed feet poke out  
from underneath their gray feathered bodies. Below them lies a grassy shore, a body of water, 
and long, thin reeds at the water’s edge. One goose dives for food, his feet and tail humorously 
sticking up out of the water.” 
Why might the author have chose the words “lively” and “animate” when describe the geese in  
the painting? 

a. To explain why the artist used six vertical panels 
b. To highlight the sense of movement in the painting 
c. To show how different geese are from old men 
d. To repeat the words from the poem that appear in the painting 

7. Complete the following sentence: 
The Korean pronunciation of the words for “reed” and “old man” are the same. ___________, 
the pronunciation for “geese” and “comfort” is the same. 

a. However 
b. For example 
c. Similarly 
d. Therefore 

8. According to the text, what do traditional Korean paintings of reeds and geese represent? 
Support your answer with evidence from the text. 
 

 
9. Read these sentences from the text. 

“Kim also inscribed a poem and intersperces its verses throughout the painting. The poem,  
which is read from right to left, refers to changing seasons and flying geese.” 
Identify a line or phrase from the poem that refers to changing seasons. 
 

 
10.Explain how the painting gives the sense of changing seasons. 

Support your answer with evidence from the text and image. 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

The Unknown Hall of Famer - Comprehension Questions 
**Highlight your answer and select “U” in the toolbar to make the text underlined. 

 
1. What is stickball? 

a. Another name for baseball 
b. A traditional Puerto Rican game 
c. A version of baseball played in New York City 
d. A street game played with a hockey stick 

2. What does the author describe in the passage? 
a. Osorio’s troubled childhood in Puerto Rico 
b. The rules of stickball 
c. How Osorio got rich by playing stickball 
d. The origins and development of stickball 

3. Stickball is a “cheap” game. What evidence from the text supports this statement? 
a. It can be played with minimal equipment. 
b. It can be played on concrete streets. 
c. It can be played for money. 
d. It was only played by poorer children. 

4. What can be inferred from the following sentence: “Still, money was not as important as the 
feelings of self-respect and community, which truly compelled Osorio to go outside and play 
each and every Sunday, even 24 hours after his wedding.” 

a. Money is the main reason Osorio plays stickball. 
b. Osorio really loves playing stickball. 
c. Osorio is not very fond of his wife. 
d. Osorio is not very religious. 

5. What is this passage mainly about? 
a. The street game stickball and one of its best players 
b. The way New York City kids can adapt to difficult situations 
c. Reasons why baseball is so popular in New York City 
d. How Stickball Hall of Fame was built 

6. Read the following sentences: “Osorio’s family moved to Manhattan from his home in Puerto 
Rico when the ink on World War II peace treaties was still wet.” 
Why does the author not that “ink on the World War II treaties was still wet” when Osorio’s  
family moved to Manhattan? 

a. To show that Osorio’s family moved a long time after World War II ended 
b. To show that Osorio’s family moved right before World War II ended 
c. To show that Osorio’s family moved right after World War II ended 
d. To show that Osorio’s family moved a long time before World War II ended 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

Police officers would break up games of stickball _______ Osorio and his friends were not  
causing any trouble. 

a. Therefore 
b. Even though 
c. Primarily 
d. Specifically 

8. Why did children in New York City create their own version of baseball? 
 

 
9. Why did Osorio play stickball as a child, and why does he continue to play as an adult? 

 
 

10.How did stickball provide its players with a sense of community? Use information from the text 
to support your answer. 
 


